
FROM POLO TO RODEO AND TRAIL RIDES TO TACK, 
DISCOVER THE BEST OF LOCAL HORSE CULTURE
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Top: the kitchen gets a modern 
edge from black grout in the 
subway-tile backsplash; bottom: 
a simple layout respects the 
cabin’s original design.

 SETH BECKTON

E
ight miles east of Woody Creek, the 
old town of Lenado is tucked into an 
impossibly narrow valley, accessed by 
a dirt road that snakes through a tight 
canyon. Even though more than 300 
people lived here during the mining 
boom of the late 1800s, it’s not much of 
a town anymore. All that remains are a 

few old cabins and a pile of lumber where an 
old sawmill used to be, the wood so old and 
dried out it looks like fossilized bones.

Only about 10 people currently reside full-
time in the tiny enclave, which would be the 
perfect setting for a Stephen King novel were 
it not also one of the most beautiful—and wild-
est—stretches of the Roaring Fork Valley. � at’s 
why longtime resident and developer Daniel 
Delano has done his part to preserve the town, 
not only by acquiring a serious chunk of the 
land to protect it from future development, 
but also by purchasing and renovating the 
120-year-old Flogaus cabin.

“Lenado is unusual in that it’s one of the few 
places in the county that’s less developed now 
in 2016 than it was in the 1960s and early ’70s,” 
Delano says. After spending 40 years there, 
Delano has become Lenado’s de facto historian 
and can rattle off  the town’s chronology like a 
professor who moonlights as a storyteller.

He became especially fascinated with the 
cabin, which dates back to the 1890s and was 
built on a mining claim owned by Charles 

WHAT’S 
OLD IS 
NEW AGAIN
A historic cabin in a rural location 
gets a thoroughly modern update.

STORY BY ALI MARGO

Plan your next getaway to the Colorado Rockies into the 

Vail Valley Jet Center, where we are capable of handling any 

arrival from a Cessna 172 to a Boeing 767. In addition to our 

9,000 ft. runway and 184,000 sq. ft. of ramp space, we have 

been ranked as a top FBO for each of the past 13 years and 

are prepared to provide unsurpassed quality service to 

our customers.  

As the largest FBO in the region, we have everything to 

make your trip into Colorado as seamless as possible.  

With our on-site Customs agent, two full-time concierges 

and superior planeside service, the Vail Valley Jet Center is 

looking forward to exceeding your expectations during your 

time in the beautiful Rocky Mountains.

Don’t Divert, Plan EGE
WHERE THERE’S EVEN MORE ROOM. (AND NOT JUST FOR YOUR LEGS.)

In addition to serving the affluent travelers of the Vail Valley, our team is excited to host the 
7th annual Wheels and Wings Festival on Saturday September 10th. Join us for an all new air show with  

the Wings of Blue parachuting team, over 200 cars on display plus 40 aircraft and 30 motorcycles.

For more information and to purchase tickets go to www.vailautomotiveclassic.com

Visit us online at www.VVJC.com or call (970) 524-7700 
871 Cooley Mesa Road | Gypsum, CO 81637
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Shiplap knotty pine on the 
vaulted ceilings gives the cabin  
a light, clean finish throughout.

Ackermann, a grocer from Aspen. It was 
eventually abandoned until Jack Flogaus, 
who ran the town’s sawmill, rebuilt it in 1937; 
over the years he put on multiple additions to 
accommodate his second wife and her grown 
children. George Stranahan purchased the 
property in the early 1970s and rented and 
eventually sold it to Gaylord Guenin, a former 
Aspen Times columnist, who remained there 
until Delano bought the property in 2014, 
which sits a third of a mile up the road from 
his primary residence.

It’s the accretion of additions that created 
such an interesting structure, says Delano, 
including numerous gables in the roof and 
varied window placement. “It’s not something 
any architect would design,” he notes. Still, 
there was much work to be done on the cabin. 
� e foundation needed repairing, and a new 
roof was required. Walls that confi gured a 
series of 12 small rooms were slated for tear-
down. And given the poor insulation, all of the 

windows and doors would need to be replaced 
for better energy effi  ciency.

In the end, the cabin’s interior was taken 
down to the studs, and inches of insulation 
were added while the fl oor was refurbished. 
“We worked out a simple layout that was 
respectful of the original design but more ap-
propriate for modern living,” says Steve Novy, 
principal of Carbondale’s Green Line Architects.

Working with a little less than 2,000 square 
feet, Novy created an open fl oor plan within a 
modifi ed split-level confi guration that includes 
three bedrooms and three baths, accented by 
vaulted ceilings in shiplap knotty pine for a 
light, clean fi nish. He was thrilled, meanwhile, 
to see that the cabin had vintage cherrywood 
fl oors, which were subsequently restored.

But if a lot of work was necessary to pre-
serve the historical integrity of the exterior, 
Delano was able to break the mold with a 
contemporary interior. He hired Basalt-
based interior designer Robyn Scott, who 

“LENADO IS LESS 
DEVELOPED NOW IN 
2016 THAN IT  WAS 

IN THE 1 9 6 0 S . ”
 —D a n i e l  D e l a n o

Jack Flogaus 
rebuilt the late-
19th-century 
cabin in 1937. We build ‘em like they used to.

(970) 300-3301 /the�jcompany @�jcompany

Rough and tough, yet classic and cool, the Toyota FJ Land Cruiser holds a very special place in the heart of enthusiasts 
across the world. At The FJ Company, we are dedicated to creating modern versions of this classic ride for today’s driver. 
Whether you select from one of our available models or work with us to build your own completely custom FJ – we are 

here to help you experience the joy of driving an authentic FJ Land Cruiser.

F I N D  Y O U R S  A TStarting at $55,000
Free delivery in the Continental U.S.
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The vintage cherrywood floors 
inspired trim and cabinetry 
elswhere in the cabin. 

had done a $2 million renovation on As-
pen’s former Sardy House hotel in 2003, 
when Delano owned it. He entrusted 
her to come up with similar solutions—
though on a much smaller scale—for 
transforming and updating the cabin.

“We felt like it would be cool to have an 
interior like a New York City loft to jux-
tapose with the rustic exterior of the old 
cabin,” Scott says. Inspired by the floors, 
she used cherry finishes throughout the 
bedrooms and in some of the bathroom 
cabinetry. But making it work within 
the overall design scheme required some 
creative thinking. “Cherry isn’t actually 
a popular option for modern interiors,” 
notes Scott. “So I brought in some black, 
which can feel midcentury modern. I like 
grounding interiors with black, especially 
when you’re mixing styles.”

The structural beams in the ceilings of 
the open living area and the master bed-
room were wrapped in drywall and paint-
ed black. Chalkboard paint on some of the 
interior doors adds a touch of whimsy, and 
black grout in the kitchen’s white subway-
tile backsplash lends a contemporary 

edge. Meanwhile, shades of gray appear in 
the limestone tile in the guest bathroom, 
in the porcelain floor tiles in the kitchen, 
and in Caesarstone countertops through-
out—evoking an industrial vibe.

Scott and Delano selected sleek, 
modern furniture, with glass tabletops 
on the coffee table and dining room table 
to showcase the wood floors. To bring in 
the shades of the outdoors, they chose 
a blue palette, as well as orange for a 
midcentury-modern feel that also ties in 
with the floors.

The biggest challenge of the whole proj-
ect, recounts Novy, came from the neigh-
bor who stood in front of the backhoe to 
protest new construction in the town. “It’s 
one of the last vestiges of insanity in and 
around Aspen,” he says. “Lenado has a long 
history, and its few residents would like to 
see it last as a pristine environment.”

Disgruntled neighbors aside, the reno-
vated Flogaus cabin, which Delano uses to 
house guests, remains true to its heritage 
as one of Lenado’s original structures. 
And a remote slice of heaven near Aspen 
continues its idiosyncratic evolution. 

CONTACT THE SPORTS MEDICINE INSTITUTE TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT AT OUR NEW LOCATION: 430 W MAIN ST 

970-925-8940 | sportsmedicine@aspenclub.com

DON’T LET PAIN HOLD YOU BACK 
LET OUR PHYSICAL THERAPISTS & CHIROPRACTORS 

KEEP YOU FEELING YOUR BEST THIS SUMMER
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Caesarstone counters and 
gray limestone tile evoke a 

contemporary vibe in the 
historic setting.
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All windows and doors 
were replaced for energy 
efficiency.

•   BJ sees what is, knows what’s possible, makes it happen.

•  Lives to nurture others’ dreams.

•  Hides the dirty work, fends off the meanies – all you’ll see is grace.

A bold, original thinker, perpetually nourished by new ideas and possibilities, BJ relishes tossing expected ways of 
doing business for a more thoughtful, caring model.  She inspires the marketing that sets her company apart – 
with a strong, sure voice that earns industry awards and brings buyers and sellers to the table.

At the pinnacle of a career spanning a billion dollars in sales and 3000 closings, the only number BJ considers 
invaluable are the 10,000 hours she devoted to gaining the wisdom and expertise she shares with her clients today.

Beyond listener, dreaming about ways to raise the bar, BJ’s an anticipator.  Good chance she’ll have it before you 
know you want it.  But, ask her for her secret to success, and she’ll immediately defer to her team – a loyal bunch of 
top-tier brokers who all believe client relationships should be based on trust, impeccable service, and never letting 
go of the backs of others who count on you.

bj@BHHSAspenSnowmass.com | BHHSAspenSnowmass.com | Offices in Aspen and Snowmass Village

A good broker covers the bases,  
BJ hands you the ballpark. 

BJ Adams | 970.379.2114 
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